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(54) TESTOSTERONE-5ALPHA-REDUCTASE INHIBITOR 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the titled inhibitor composed of 
epicatechin, epigallocatechin, epicatechin gallate, etc., effective 
to masculine bald and acne vulgaris, etc., free from hormone- 
like action and having high safety. 

CONSTITUTION: A compound having the structural formula I, 
i.e. epicatechin (R1 and R2 are H), epigallocatechin (R1 is OH 
and R2 is H), epicatechin gallate (R1 is H and R2 is group of 
formula II) or epigallocatechin gallate (R1 is OH and R2 is group 
of formula II) is used as a testosterone-5a-reductase inhibitor. 
It has absolutely no hormone-like action and is safely applicable 
for a long period by external application. It is effective for the 
remedy of baldness, oligotrichosis, acne vulgaris, seborrhea, etc. 
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